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Blubber is a good name for her, the note from Wendy says about Linda. Jill crumples it up and

leaves it on the corner of her desk. She doesn't want to think about Linda or her dumb report on the

whale just now. Jill wants to think about Halloween.But Robby grabs the note, and before Linda

stops talking it has gone halfway around the room.That's where it all starts. There's something

about Linda that makes a lot of kids in her fifth-grade class want to see how far they can go -- but

nobody, least of all Jill, expects the fun to end where it does.A New York Times Outstanding Book of

the Year
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I read this book years and years ago when I was about "Linda"'s age (I'm now 30) and it certainly hit

home. In fact, I reread it a couple of years ago when I found it in a box of old books and the realism

of Blume's fifth-grade world came flooding back. I was, unfortunately, one of the "fat kids" and,

believe me, I received more than a bit of ridicule. And no, as is the case with Judy Blume's Wendy,



those who inflicted the pain never got a "comeuppance" and, in fact, never seemed to think they had

done wrong. Like "Linda", I was punished for looking the wrong way, breathing the wrong way and

for generally just being there. The characters in this book are, unfortunately, very true to life and, for

those readers who are disappointed in the curse words, that, too, is realistic. I vividly remember my

sixth-grade vocabulary (and offended parents who don't think their kid would use them, well... just

remember back). Granted, the book's tortuous subject and the characters' subsequent actions are

enough to make a person sick but it is real... kids can be cruel and the scars they leave behind

deep. And, though I haven't seen this brought into play in other reviews, it is clear that the adults in

this book do little more than passively encourage the abuse of "Linda"... as I recall from my own

disinterested educators, this is also an unfortunate reality. All in all, Blume has written a very honest

depiction of the elementary school jungle and should be commended for it... warts and all. This book

should serve as a wake-up call to more sensitive readers (possibly the bullies themselves), as well

as the parents whose children are on the receiving end.
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